Aortic perforation by active-fixation atrial pacing lead.
This report describes perforation of the aorta related to the implantation of an active-fixation atrial pacing lead, a previously undocumented complication of pacemaker implantation. The complication was related to excessive tissue penetration by the screw at the tip of the lead or perforation of the lead body by the positioning stylet during manipulation whereupon the stylet traversed the atrial wall and aortic wall. Perforation of the aorta should be part of the differential diagnosis of cardiac tamponade after pacemaker implantation.